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Senate
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, March 25, 1996, at 10 a.m.

House of Representatives
FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 1996

The House met at 10 a.m.
The Chaplain, Rev. James David

Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

Through our experiences we are
aware, O God, that the events of life
contain all the emotions of the human
spirit. There are moments of triumph
and moments of loss; there are days of
glory and days of remorse; there are
times of laughter and times of tears;
there is the reality of hatred and sus-
picion and there is the reality of love.
In all these experiences, we pray, gra-
cious God, that we will hold to Your
forgiving and assuring word, trusting
in Your grace and comforted by Your
peace. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois [Mr. GUTIERREZ] come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. GUTIERREZ led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the
Republic for which it stands, one Nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and jus-
tice for all.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recog-
nize 10 Members on each side for 1-
minute speeches.

f

TRIBUTE TO NYPD OFFICER KEVIN
GILLESPIE

(Mr. KING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, in the cur-
rent film, ‘‘City Hall,’’ the fictional
mayor of New York City portrayed by
Al Pacino says, ‘‘There is one thing I
will never get over. That is the murder
of a police officer.’’ As a Member of
Congress, as an American, and as the
son of a New York police lieutenant, I
could not agree more emphatically
with that statement.

Mr. Speaker, this past Monday in my
home parish of St. William the Abbot
Church in Seaford, I attended the fu-
neral of a police officer, Kevin Gilles-
pie, a New York City police officer that
was gunned down in the line of duty
last March 14, 1996. Police Officer Gil-
lespie was a cop’s cop.

Those who murdered him personified
the very worst of the criminal ele-
ments in our society. They had been
previously convicted of crimes, ranging
from attempted murder to assault and
armed robbery. The triggerman who
fired the 9-millimeter slug into Kevin
Gillespie’s neck is a two-time violent
offender. One of his accomplices was
out on $25,000 bail for an armed robbery
arrest in January, a crime committed
while he was out on parole.

Mr. Speaker, our criminal justice
system has lost touch with the Amer-
ican people and is failing in its job.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Governor
Pataki for removing the Bronx district
attorney for refusing to carry out the
death penalty in this case, and I offer
my condolences to Officer Gillespie and
his family.

Mr. Speaker, in the current film, ‘‘City Hall,’’
the fictional mayor of New York City portrayed
by Al Pacino says, ‘‘as Mayor, there is one
thing that I will never get over, that is the mur-
der of a police officer.’’ As a Member of Con-
gress, as an American, and as the son of a
New York City police lieutenant, I could not
agree more emphatically with that statement.

This Monday in my parish of St. William the
Abbot in Seaford, I attended the funeral of a
murdered New York City police officer. Highly
decorated NYPD Officer Kevin Gillespie was
brutally gunned down on the night of March
14, 1996. Officer Gillespie leaves behind his
wife Patty and two young sons, Danny, age 7,
and Bobby, age 4. A Marine Corps veteran of
the gulf war, Kevin Gillespie was recognized
by his fellow officers and by the people he
served as truly one of ‘‘New York’s Finest.’’

Throughout his career, first with the New
York City Housing Police and then with the
NYPD, Officer Gillespie distinguished himself
as a very special cop. Because of his spirit,
dedication, and skill, he was selected for the
elite street crime unit.

Working with this unit on the night of March
14, Officer Gillespie was killed, and his part-
ner, Terence McAllister, wounded, while at-
tempting to apprehend a gang of three sus-
pected car-jackers traveling in a stolen BMW.
The three felons were all on parole. Collec-
tively they had been convicted of a series of
crimes ranging from attempted murder to as-
sault and armed robbery. The triggerman who
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